Abstract The most frequent clinical presentation of intestinal polyps is painless rectal bleeding. Although colonoscopy is the modality of choice for the diagnosis of intestinal polyps, sonography may be the first diagnostic tool in the evaluation of children with bloody stools. Ultrasonography has the advantage of being safe and noninvasive.
A healthy 4-year-old girl presented to the emergency room because of painless bloody stools. Physical examination revealed a soft and non-tender abdomen with normal bowel sounds. The ultrasonic examination revealed an intraluminal isolated nodular protrusion (diameter 2.5 cm) in the left flexure of the colon (Fig. 1a) . The color Doppler showed abundant blood flow signals within the nodule (Fig. 1b) .
The diagnosis was juvenile polyp, confirmed by colonoscopy and histopathology.
Although colonoscopy is the modality of choice for the diagnosis of intestinal polyps, sonography may be the first diagnostic tool in the evaluation of children with bloody stools. Ultrasonography has the advantage of being safe and noninvasive. A sonographic diagnosis is possible in many cases as most intestinal polyps have a distinctive appearance.
